Bible Blitz:  Catholic Social Teaching -- Week One

PRAYER RESPONSE

Welcome:

Take a breath to quiet yourself.  Something touched us in the presentation and drew us back to prayer.  Consider what you would like to go deeper in you..

(PAUSE)

Recall:

We recall God’s creating the world in goodness and humankind in God’s own image--how willfulness entered & disrupted relations, but God gave hope; prophets preached care for the vulnerable.  Jesus came as hero to heal, restore wholeness and good.  To us, become his body through baptism, Jesus left his work to heal and care and restore wherever we find brokenness.  Not an option or add-on: our very identity and vocation.

Mother Theresa did seemingly insignificant things for the poor and marginalized.  Her sisters’ story of restoring light for an old man calls us to restore light to one another.

Confronted by social brokenness—abortion, euthanasia, violence, poverty, war—we’re tempted to turn aside from such suffering and disorder, but we hear:  Listen to the voice of God putting this world back together:  “Complete my story.  I send you.”

(PAUSE)

Turn to prayer:

“Gulp!”  What can we say or do in response to what feels like a tide pushing us toward a brick wall?  We hunker down in prayer.  

We open ourselves to this compelling vision of our identify.  We face our poverty, fear, helplessness.  We make space for God to touch us…stir us toward whatever God desires for us… and from us.

We may close our eyes, or sit with palms up/empty for God to love us into loving others.

If we need more structure to help us be with God in silence, we may draw from suggestions on the accompanying handout.  We’ll be in silence with God for 15-20 minutes.  If available, we may use the sound of the chime to ease us into silence.  
SILENCE       
Whether we noticed anything particular personally in our prayer, something deep and good has happened among us.  We have created a space and invited God to love us--and the whole world through us.

We ask now that the fruit of our prayer go out to touch the world.  Please name needs or concerns, situations, brokenness that calls out for care and healing…
May every person and place in our world be blessed because we have gathered in love.  May it be so.  May it be so!

You may continue to use the handout to support your prayer this week.  

Opening to God in silence…

Scripture Sources for knowing the dignity and worth of all persons:  

Gen.  1:26
God said, “Let us make man in our own image…in our likeness…”

John  3:16
God loved the world so much that he gave his only Son…

John 14 :3
I am going to prepare a place for you…

Inner Stirrings:

We may find words from Monday or images coming up in our hearts—people, places or situations of need that pull at us.  We can open these stirrings to God, then simply rest and wait for God to lead us.

Simple Desire:

We may simply ask God to pierce us with light to purify our hearts, open our eyes to see needs around us and stir us to do what we can.

Honesty:  

We may have a hard time finding ourselves worthy and see that gets in the way of our caring for other people.  We can open this vulnerability to God, ask for healing of wounds and restoration of wholeness to us so we can let God love others through us.

We may have a hard time seeing the dignity and worth in a particular person or group of people.  We can humbly offer this blindness to God, ask God to soften our heart; ask to see and love in the other(s) what God sees and loves in them.

Another’s Prayer:

We may use the prayer of another person to support our openness to God.

(See other side)

Slowly and meditatively read through the prayer.

Notice phrases that draw your attention.  Gently reread/savor them.

Do some parts seem foreign to you, beyond you or even stir resistance in you?

Do some ring true to your own desires or concerns?

What would you like to believe about yourself, your identity? your possibilities/vocation? What would you like to believe about others?  About our world?

Lay this all open to God in trust.  Invite God to work in you to create whatever God wants. 

   We Believe

I will not believe in the law of the strongest,

In the language of guns,

In the power of the powerful.

I want to believe in the rights of all,

In the open hand,

In the strength of the non-violent.

I will not believe in race or riches,

In privileges,

In the established order.

I want to believe that all human beings

Are human beings

And that the order of force and injustice

Is a disorder.

I will not believe that I don’t have to concern myself

With what happens far from here.

I want to believe that the whole world

Is my home, the field that I sow,

And that all reap what all have sown.

I will not believe that I can combat oppression out there

If I tolerate injustice here.

I want to believe that what is right

Is the same here and there

And that I will not be free

While even one human being is excluded.

I will not believe that war and hunger are inevitable

And that peace is inaccessible.

I want to believe in the love of bare hands,

In peace on earth.

I will not believe that any effort is in vain,

I will not believe that the dream of human beings 

Continues being only a dream

And that death is the end.

But I dare to believe in the dream of God:

A new heaven, a new earth

Where justice reigns.
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