Bible Blitz:  Catholic Social Teaching -- Week Two

PRAYER RESPONSE
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Welcome:

Something touched us in the last presentation…and a willingness to let it go deeper into us draws us back to prayer.  Please take a quieting breath and reflect on what you hope for from this prayer time.
Recall:

Pursuing the Story of God’s creating us in God’s own likeness, Jesus’ role as hero in putting together a broken world, and our mandate to live out Jesus’ role—we were told this story “thrusts us into community.”  We were created by God for community.  By Jesus who engaged in community, we are formed continually through his Spirit to live with and for others …participating in family & community, exercising rights and responsibilities.  Models offered us were:
Therese of Lisieux who found God’s love fishing with her dad.  Frances of Rome who left God at the altar to find God with family.  Katherine Drexel who learned at home generosity to use inheritance to build schools for black and native children.  In Jesuit community,________ found strength to challenge exploitive land-owners, advocate with kings for rights of the poor, & withhold sacraments from violators of responsibilities/poor.
In our day, in these holy realms of family and community, we find great beauty, fierce conflicts, overwhelming needs, poverty and riches of all kinds—our own and others. And, God tell us, “Use yourself.  Use whatever you have to put back together the world I love.”    (PAUSE)

Turn to prayer:

Where do we find the courage to even hear this awesome message, let alone absorb it, or begin to let an authentic response flow from us? 
We need to know first we are deeply loved, that we are drawn to share in a community of love, that we don’t need to do this alone…only let the Love that calls us…act in us.

We turn our attention to this beloved icon of the Trinity from the 13th century.  Each of the figures represents one of the Persons of the Trinity.  We behold them gazing on one another in tenderness, seated around a table with a space open.  Icon art, different from others, calls us to gaze on the mystery in such a way that we feel ourselves drawn in to mystery…drawn into this loving communion, drawn to take our place at this table of love.  
So, in prayer tonight, we open ourselves to this compelling vision of presence… to absorb it…to be absorbed by it.    We can only trust that absorbed into this communion of love, we will be changed.  We will be made ready--as only God can make us ready--to slide over…eager…and enabled…to make room for others at this table.
If we need more structure to help us be with God in silence, we may draw from suggestions on the handout.  We’ll be in silence with God for 15-20 minutes.

We may use the sound of the chime to ease us into silence.  

SILENCE       
Whether we noticed anything particular in our prayer, still something deep and good has happened among us.  We have created a space, allowed ourselves to be drawn into God’s space, into God’s love for God’s own one another.  We have allowed the whole world to be drawn in with us.

We ask now that the fruit of our prayer go out to touch the world.  Name needs or concerns, situations, brokenness that calls out for care and healing:

May every person and place in our world be blessed because we have gathered in love.  May it be so.  May it be so!

You may continue to use the handout to support your prayer this week.

Opening to God in silence…
“The role we’re to play in this Grand Story thrusts us into community.”

“God’s own nature is to be community.”

“God’s people have rights and responsibilities.”

Genesis:
“… in our likeness…not good alone…make a helpmate…Be fruitful
To Abraham, “I will make you a great nation…all nations blessed in you.

Jesus              From God’s people; belonged to family; shared community joys and
meals; gathered followers; formed Pentecost community.
Set standards for the new community: “I was hungry…you gave me food.”
Inner Stirrings:

We may long for community…deeper intimacy with someone close to us…to be part of a group…to befriend someone outside our social circle.  We can open this disquiet/desire to God, ask for help and rest in God’s desire for us to share the table.

Simple Desire:

We may ask God for fire and light…to see the hurts of those around us and the needs of those out of sight.  To help us see who’s left out, who hasn’t a fair share of goods or community so we may share ourselves and our goods--to give them a place at the table.

Honesty:

We may feel that we don’t have a place at the table, that our own voice is not heard or valued.  We may feel angry or resentful that others act like we don’t count.  We can offer our hurt to God…ask for healing--and for strength to take responsible care of ourselves
… so we can become more able to care for others.

We may long to respond to needs we see, but hold back because we don’t want to cause trouble…don’t know how to reach out…fear we’ll embarrass someone.  We can tell God we want to respond, but we need courage (or guidance or support or…).  Then ask God to guide us…and trust in God’s love to change us.
We may be troubled by conflict in our own family, feel bad we can’t put our world back together.  We can offer God our fears and shame.  We can ask God to stir a pool of compassion in our own heart—for ourselves, for each of the persons involved.  We can ask God for purity and humility:  “Create in me a clean heart, O God.”
Another’s Prayer:

We may use prayers of others to support our openness to God.  (See other side.)

· Read meditatively; savor phrases that catch your heart.
· Do certain parts ring true to you?  Some seem foreign or beyond you?

Fruit of our Prayer:

Who is missing from the table?  For what needs do you pray?  

Carry Us Through the Night
Almighty Creator,

Help us see that your plan is not established

Until all are allowed to contribute their unique talents.

Help us realize that none of us can move forward

As long as one of us is left behind

Help us work not in competition for our own gain or purpose,

But rather in cooperation towards fulfillment

Of your plan for all of us

We pray, “Thy kingdom come, they will be done.”

And we work towards that.
John Clossick, USAQ

Prayer Without Borders

Psalm 25

To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul;

 In You I place my trust.

Let me not feel unworthy; let not fear rule over me

Lead me in your ways and teach me,

For through You, I will know wholeness;

I shall reflect your light both night and day.

Your paths are loving and sure, O Holy One,

My eyes are ever on you.

Keep my feet from stumbling along the way.

O Beloved, as you renew me, renew the nations

That we on earth may unfold your Plan.

Excerpted verses

Psalms For Praying

Paul’s prayer …

This, then, is what I pray, kneeling before the Father, from whom every family, whether spiritual or natural takes its name:

Out of his infinite glory, may he give you the power through his Spirit for your hidden self to grow strong, so that Christ may live in your hearts through faith, and then—planted in love and rooted in love—you will with all the saints have strength to grasp the breadth and the length, the height and the depth; until, knowing the love of Christ, which is beyond all knowledge, you are filled with the utter fullness of God.

Glory to him whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine…Glory be to him…for ever and ever.  Amen
Letter to the Ephesians

4:14-21
