Bible Blitz:  Catholic Social Teaching -- Week Three

PRAYER RESPONSE

Welcome:

We come to prayer willing to let what touched us in the last presentation go deeper.  Take a breath and consider what you want to go deeper in you.
Recall:

We ponder our God’s continuing preferential care for the poor—orphan, widow or stranger among us; Jesus’ came especially for the poor… to model and mandate care for the poor as the condition of our own well-being….The poor have to work…and God values work to further his creation… and to be a means for us to come to wholeness. Therefore, all work & workers are inherently creative …And so, deserve dignity…a living wage… and regular respite from labor to savor love/ life.  
Pier Giorgio Frasati – the “normal” saint who loved fun—at 16 brought necessities to the poor in Turin in person because he believed, “You’re giving friendship and respect when you visit them.”  He chose professional work in the mines to be with poor laborers, used
political means to promote social change.

As for us…whatever we have, we are the rich:  those with voice, influence, resources.  We’re called not only to give to the poor, but to help them do for themselves.  Even more, we’re called to know the poor, to be enriched through being with the poor...We’re called to cherish work as a means to greater vitality… to ensure that everyone has an opportunity to create…to offer their own unique gift to God.  The Story waits for us to act.    
(Pause )  

Turn to prayer:

What holds us back?    What might we need to give up if we were to pay more for fair-trade products? … To fund micro-loans?...  Where might we find the poor we are called to come to know?  How can we presume that someone poor would want our attention?  Give us a place at the table of their lives?  How might we find natural ways to be with someone poor?  Where find impetus to step out of our comfort zones to go to the poor?
We turn to Silence.  We remember that God cherishes the poor.  Jesus chose to be with the poor.  We go to be with the poor because we find God with the poor.  We look to this simple bowl, the work of human hands.  We see light dancing within.  We ask for the grace to lay down our defenses and our excuses…We ask God to draw us to the precious light we will find only with God’s beloved poor.     
If we need more structure to help us be with God in silence, we may draw from suggestions on the handout.  We’ll be in silence with God for 15-20 minutes.

We may use the sound of the chime to ease us into silence.  

SILENCE       

We draw a breath of gratitude that we’ve created a space, allowed ourselves to be drawn into God’s love for the poor.  We ask now that the fruit of our prayer go out to touch the world.  
May every person and every place in our world be blessed…be changed… because we have opened our hearts to God’s love for the poor.  May it be so.  May it be so!
Opening to God in silence…

Debt was cancelled & slaves set free every 7 years …poverty should not be forever.

We are co-creators with God... it is in our nature
“I used to think the rich were... somebody else.”

Inner Stirrings:

We may long to find God.  We may be willing to seek God even among the poor…to befriend someone poorer than we are.  We can open this desire-for-God to God…ask for help to reach out …and rest in God’s love for us, as we are--even before we reach out.

Simple Desire:

We may ask God for fire and light…to see the poverty of those around us and the needs of so many poor out of our sight.  To honor the dignity of those who serve us by their labors…to see ways we can use our talents to bring comfort, hope or joy to others.
Honesty:

We may feel trapped in our own comfort zone…unsure where we could encounter poor people without fear for our personal safety…awkward about reaching out…
We may be squeamish about how we may feel if we see how little others have…embarrassed that we have more…

We may be fearful that others will resent or rebuff our overtures may be rebuffed…

We can offer these obstacles to God…ask God to help us love others more than we fear them…trust God’s power to draw us through barriers…desire to 
experience God’s love humbly…in company with God’s beloved poor.
Another’s Prayer:

We may use prayers of others to support our openness to God.  (See other side.)

· Read meditatively; savor phrases that catch your heart.

· Do certain parts ring true to you?  Some seem foreign or beyond you?

Fruit of our Prayer:   For what needs do you pray?
Who needs a job…an opportunity to find dignity in labor…a living wage…a chance to use talents and express creativity in work? 
To whom of God’s beloved poor is your heart drawn?  To whom shall you go?
God the Father, I give you thanks for all the marvels you have created.
I praise you and I bless you for the inestimable grace of life

that you give to us.

Transform me.  Make me a better Christian,

a living testimony of your mercy and of your power.

Strip me, Lord, of all roots of bitterness,
of false pride and haughtiness of heart.

Make me meek and humble of heart as was our Lord Jesus Christ,

and never let me wound with my words or actions

the dignity of any person.

Put in my heart the ardent desire

to work earnestly for the poor and the needy.

Show me the garment with which you clothed me

the day I was baptized into you….

May I wear those garments at the service of my neighbor

and of this community.

Use me, Lord, for your work.

-Ligia de Milla

El Salvador

As I walk down dusty roads or busy boulevards,
help me God to take the time to see into the eyes of the other,

to recognize the other, in order to respect.

As I encounter many peoples, many races,

help me to appreciate the hand of the other,
to recognize that those hands create and build, in order to work together.
As my path calls me to various places,

help me to learn to walk together with others on paths that lead to peace,

recognizing that by walking with others, in working together,

we learn to recognize ourself in the other, 

to recognize and appreciate our differences.

and begin to recognize what love is about.

Jennifer Jag Jivan

Pakistan
Truly the Beloved is near to those with open hearts,
to those who abandon themselves to Love.

But as for me, I almost lost the way, when my heart was consumed with my own desires.

For I was arrogant and yearned for wealth, when I saw the power of the rich…

If I had pursued their ways, I would have been untrue to my birthright.

Yet when I tried to understand this, it seemed beyond my comprehension.

until I sat in the Silence and prayed; then a veil lifted and I could see…
I delight in walking with the Beloved;

I invited the Friend into my heart, that I might live with Love.
         Psalm 73
