Bible Blitz:  Catholic Social Teaching -- Week  Four

PRAYER RESPONSE

Welcome:

We come to prayer willing to let what touched us in the last presentation go deeper.  Take a breath and recall what you would like to go deeper in you.
Recall:  

We consider Shalom/Wholeness---and our being called to restore wholeness in all relationships--with God, Ourselves, Others…and with the whole of Creation.  “Being our brother’s keeper is what it’s all about” and the fast God seeks is neighbor love--break unjust fetters, share your food, shelter the homeless, clothe the naked.”  Jesus, God-with-us, still prays, “May they be one Father as you are in me and I am in you…so completely one that the world will know that you sent me.”  
We’re called by a God of solidarity to live in solidarity: sharing joys/sorrows…One: with poor, immigrants, AIDS, terrorists… because we’re all in this together----we hang together or we hang separately. World peace/global well-being will come only through global solidarity, even with the earth, celebrating our Creator…advocating for a wholesome world, especially for the poor.

Francis found solidarity: becoming poor, he became one with the poor.  Peter Clever broke down boundaries, learned language of the slaves for relationship, spoke with hands.   By writing and establishing houses to care for the poor, Dorothy Day lived /modeled principles of social justice, legitimized pacifism as Shalom w bishops.  All the Saints practiced solidarity.  How can we presume to live in relationship with God unless we care for one another? The earth? (Pause)
Turn to prayer:

How can we grow into solidarity?  Brandon called us to cultivate a global lifestyle—to learn of our brothers/sisters’ needs, to share our goods, eg through CRS… to practice Shalom with creation through silence with nature…to simplify our lifestyle and consumption of goods…to bear the needs of the world in our heart, to pray with the world…to confront the pollutants in our own heart that keep us from discovering Solidarity…creating Shalom…as God beckons us?   
We turn to Silence.  We remember that God draws us together.  Jesus is with us in the same Spirit who hovered over original chaos, who changed the frightened Eleven into a community capable of practical love.  We look to this sculpture of ordinary figures,embracing one another around the light that draws them together…and we draw together—because that’s what our God asks of us.  We hold one another in silence and beg our God to create us anew, to help us take our place in God’s loving rescue Story.     

SILENCE
Yielding ourselves to Solidarity, we ask that the fruit of our prayer go out to touch the world.  
May every person and every place in our world be blessed…be changed… because we have opened our hearts to God’s love for the poor.  May it be so.  May it be so!
We’ve been on a soul-stirring exploration of a Great Story.  God is creating a Shalom world.  We’re written into the Story.  We are the Hero’s body.  May we continue to discover our role.  
Opening to God in silence…

“Am I my brother’s keeper?”

“Pray for simplicity to confront the pollutants in your own heart.”
“We can do no great things, only small things with great love.”
Inner Stirrings:

We may long for Shalom, the deep peace of Wholeness.  We can open this desire-for-God’s desire for us  to God…ask for help to know we have a place in God’s Shalom …and rest in God’s love for us, as we are—timid and uncertain how to proceed.
Simple Desire:

We may ask God for fire and light…to help us see that we are not alone…that others are willing to share our questions…our vulnerabilities…our sorrows and joys.  We may ask God to help us reach out to others…to discover solidarity with one another…be willing to share our needs…to share our love…to share our caring.
Honesty:

We may feel trapped in our own comfort zone…unsure what we can do to take better care of the earth…reluctant to make simple commitments to reduce garbage, conserve water and energy …

We may be reluctant to face our participating in consuming so many resources when people in developing countries have so little, when millions have to live simply, because they have no other choice…embarrassed that we have more…

We may be fearful that whatever we do may be too small to make any difference. …

We can offer these obstacles to God…ask God to help us love others more than we feel guilty about what they lack…trust God’s power to draw us through barriers…desire to experience God’s being one with us…in solidarity with every brother and sister God has given us to care for.
Another’s Prayer:

We may use prayers of others to support our openness to God.  (See other side.)

· Read meditatively; savor phrases that catch your heart.

· Do certain parts ring true to you?  Some seem foreign or beyond you?

Fruit of  Prayer:  With or for whom do you feel drawn to create Shalom?

Blessed are you, O Radiant One,


You, who are hidden within our hearts,


even as we are hidden within your Heart!

You invite us to participate in the Divine Unfoldment,

As we awaken from our long sleep and give birth to creativity.

Open us that we might recognize the divine in every person,


and become sensitive to all we meet along the path.

Inflame us with compassion so we nurture ourselves and others


with healing forgiveness!

Empower us with wisdom and knowledge,


that we might bring forth the Divine Plan!

Let each one be receptive to the Spirit that inspires, 


allowing the will to respond with action;

May we recognize oneness with The Divine Spark 


dwelling within our hearts, fanning it to illuminate the way.

Gratitude and inner peace will abide in every tranquil soul, 


blessing the universe that lovingly cares for us.

Psalm 144
We learned about St. Peter Claver, Saint to the Africans.

Columbians, in South America, have a special devotion to this saint. 

His feast day falls during “semana por la paz”, the week for peace in Columbia.

For brothers and sisters whose human rights are being violated…

Hear our prayer, Lord.

For the implantation in Columbia of justice based on the full recognition of human rights…

For every person in authority who respects and cares for and protects the lives of all Columbians…

For those who show attitudes of fellowship, tolerance, reconciliation, solidarity, dialogue and justice…

For those who participate in the search for peace and in building peace through commitment to the good of all our brothers and sisters…

For those who have died by violent acts and the denial of human rights…

For all who practice devotion to St. Pedro Claver…
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