
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

This year’s theme for the Season of Creation (September 1-October 4) is also our parish message for the 
month of September: A Home for All - Renewing the Oikos of God. “Oikos” is a Greek word for home. It 
is the root word for terms like ecology, economy, and ecumenical. It points to the “integral web of 
relationships” in God’s created order. It invites us to ask what we must do to restore those relationships, 
that in turn, restore the planet, our communities, our churches and our households to being life-giving 
dwelling places of the Lord.  

The Lord draws us to himself in and through each other. He needs us if he is to do his life-giving work. 
The Lord is dependent on every one of us.  

During the next several weeks, Jesus teaches several lessons on the nature of true discipleship – to 
follow, love and serve the Lord, most especially by sharing the Good News of Christ’s saving love.  His 
first lesson has to do with inclusiveness, accompaniment and hospitality. 
 

TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
September 5, 2021  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 The Gospel of Mark 
 
Again, Jesus left the district of Tyre and went by way of Sidon to the 
Sea of Galilee, into the district of the Decapolis.  And people brought 
to him a deaf man who had a speech impediment and begged him to 
lay his hand on him. He took him off by himself away from the crowd.  
He put his finger into the man’s ears and, spitting, touched his tongue; 
then he looked up to heaven and groaned, and said to him, 
Ephphatha!”— that is, “Be opened!” — And immediately the man’s 
ears were opened, his speech impediment was removed, and he spoke 
plainly.  He ordered them not to tell anyone.  But the more he ordered 
them not to, the more they proclaimed it.  They were exceedingly 
astonished and they said, “He has done all things well.  He makes the 
deaf hear and the mute speak.” 
 



 
 

SCRIPTURE REFLECTIONS 
 
READINGS:  In Isaiah, the prophet is sent to a people in exile – God is coming to heal their physical 
maladies and to heal their land. In James, social exclusion is bluntly condemned: “Brothers and sisters, 
show no partiality.” True disciples develop a special affection for the poor, the downcast, the suffering. 
This reminder echoes throughout Christian history. Pope Francis’s call in Laudato Si' is to listen to the 
Cry of the Poor and the Cry of Earth. The poor are most often the first to suffer and, in their suffering, to 
reveal the injustices and unsustainable ways of living of our societies. 
 
• Does this type of interaction speak to your lives at this time?  How can we transform our lifestyles and 
values to embrace a more authentic Christian way?  
• Do you have relationships with people in poverty?  What wisdom do they have to share with us about 
caring for creation sustainably? How do their stories invite our solidarity? 
• Can you point to forms of elitism or exclusion in our church today? What can help us to overcome? 
 
 
GOSPEL: The healing of the deaf and mute man takes place in Gentile territory. Mark’s point:  Jesus 
teaches that no one is considered an outsider in his Kingdom. He offers healing, acceptance, and 
wholeness. He is not distant - Jesus physically touches the man. He is sacramental and relational.  

We take our call to action not just from Jesus in this Gospel.  The initiative for this miracle did not come 
from the deaf man himself. The people of good will brought the man to Jesus and “begged him to lay his 
hand on him”. This is our own baptismal calling: To bring each other to Jesus, and, like the people in the 
gospel reading, to intercede for each other with the Lord, to pray for each other, especially for those 
who, for whatever reason, cannot pray for themselves.  

• We are dependent on each other, for we exist in an “integral web of relationships”. Can you think of a 
time when someone led you to Jesus? Prayed on your behalf?  And how about you, in turn for others? 

 
SEASON OF CREATION WEEK 1 

 
The symbol chosen for the 2021 theme of “A Home for All” is Abraham’s tent. Abraham and Sarah 
opened their tent as a home for three strangers, who turned out to be God’s angels (Genesis 18). By 
creating a home for all, their act of radical hospitality became a source of great blessing. Abraham’s tent 
is a symbol of our call to practice creation care as an act of radical hospitality, safeguarding a place for 
all creatures, human and non-human, in our common home, the household (oikos) of God.  
 
• How can our church be more welcoming? How can we go out of our way to invite – and accompany 
– the stranger to come “home” to church, maybe even for the first time? 
 
We pray for Christ to open our eyes, our ears, our hearts, to hear the Cry of the Poor, the Cry of the Earth 
 
“A HOME FOR ALL” SEPTEMBER PRAYER, from SeasonofCreation.org 
Heavenly Father, Creator of All: 
Give us faith to follow Christ to our just place in our beloved community.  
Enlighten us with the grace to answer your call to care for our common home.   
Send your Holy Spirit to guide us to renew the face of your Earth. 
Gladden our hearts as we work to create a joyful home for all.   
We ask this in the name of the One who came to proclaim good news to all creation, Jesus Christ. AMEN 


