
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

This year’s theme for the Season of Creation (September 1-October 4) is also our parish message for the 
month of September: A Home for All - Renewing the Oikos of God. “Oikos” is a Greek word for home. It 
is the root word for terms like ecology, economy, and ecumenical. It points to the “integral web of 
relationships” in God’s created order. It invites us to ask what we must do to restore those relationships, 
that in turn, restore the planet, our communities, our churches and our households to being life-giving 
dwelling places of the Lord.  

If last week we looked at the call of disciples to “radical” hospitality, this week we look at “radical” 
servanthood.  In our parish goal to create a Home for All – we call this the good works of ministry. We 
want people to experience our church “home” as an outpost of welcome and joy on the journey to our 
“eternal” home. 
 
 

TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
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 The Gospel of Mark 
 
Jesus and his disciples set out for the villages of Caesarea Philippi.  Along 
the way he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?”  They said 
in reply, “John the Baptist, others Elijah, still others one of the prophets.”  
And he asked them, “But who do you say that I am?”  Peter said to him in 
reply, “You are the Christ.”  Then he warned them not to tell anyone about 
him. He began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer greatly and 
be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, 
and rise after three days.  He spoke this openly.  Then Peter took him aside 
and began to rebuke him.  At this he turned around and, looking at his 
disciples, rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan.  You are thinking 
not as God does, but as human beings do.” He summoned the crowd with 
his disciples and said to them, “Whoever wishes to come after me must 
deny himself, take up his cross, and follow me.  For whoever wishes to 
save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake and that of 
the gospel will save it.” 
 



 
SCRIPTURE REFLECTIONS 

When God opens our ears and we hear and gives us the gift to share our faith, we must expect to suffer. 
We will face resistance and conflict, as Isaiah did, as Jesus did, and as Jesus called his disciples.   

 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 50:4-9 
The speaker recounts the abuse he has suffered at the hands of his persecutors and then makes an act of 
confidence in the Divine.  He firmly feels that God is with him, and that makes all the difference. 
 
SECOND READING: James 2:14-18 
James responds to a misunderstanding about the true nature of faith. It seems some within the 
community think that faith only means correct belief as articulated in orthodox doctrine. Action and 
right conduct are essential elements of faith. Faith that does not express itself in good works is a false or 
dead faith. James gives a concrete example of how faith must lead to care for a needy brother or sister. 
   • True faith must express itself in good works. What does this mean in your life? How do you express 
your faith in good works?  
   •  Discuss: We might say we are our brothers’ and sisters’ keepers – but what are we doing to clothe, 
feed, and protect them, to give them a stake in the abundance of our common home? We can say to 
someone – “I hope you have a nice day”, but what are we doing to accompany that person to that joy? 
We may tell someone we will pray for them – but do we take the time to listen to their pain so we can 
truly bring their intentions to Jesus?  
 
GOSPEL: Mark 8:27-35   
This Gospel has two parts. The first deals with Peter’s profession of faith.  He answers the question from 
Jesus, who do you think I am with “You are the Christ”.  Even though Peter answers correctly, his 
reaction to Jesus’ reference to a suffering Messiah clearly shows how much he needs to grow in his 
understanding. This teaching on the importance of the cross is the second discipleship lesson: how it will 
involve suffering and how the cross will also be the lot of those who will follow him. 
    • If we are honest, there are times when we are just like Peter, so let us ask ourselves: Who is Jesus for 
you? Give Jesus a name in your life, e.g. teacher, healer. 
    • We can take encouragement from Peter – it is OK to have questions; we build our faith and our 
courage over time. Share one cross you have carried or are carrying for the sake of the gospel. 
 

SEASON OF CREATION WEEK 2 
As we enter the second Sunday of the Season of Creation, again we hear the call in the context of 
listening to God’s Word coming in the Cry of the Earth and the Cry of the Poor.  
   • How might we take up the opportunities God provides us each to forward the healing and saving of 
Earth and all its communities?  
   • What kind of resistance, persecution, suffering, perhaps even death, may we find?   
   • Why then do we take up the cause (the cross)? Do we have our doubts of the promises of our faith? 
Jesus always pairs and affirms that with strong faith, death isn’t the end - Jesus insists that he will rise 
again.  
 

“A HOME FOR ALL” SEPTEMBER PRAYER, from SeasonofCreation.org 
 
Heavenly Father, Creator of All: Give us faith to follow Christ to our just place in our beloved community.  
Enlighten us with the grace to answer your call to care for our common home.   
Send your Holy Spirit to guide us to renew the face of your Earth. 
Gladden our hearts as we work to create a joyful home for all.   
We ask this in the name of the One who came to proclaim good news to all creation, Jesus Christ. AMEN 
  

- Sources include Season of Creation, Ascension Catholic  


