EVERY LIFE is precious in God’s sight.
OCTOBER MESSAGE SERIES
WEEK 1 – OCTOBER 3, 2021
This first Sunday of October brings us to Respect Life Month in the Church’s calendar. The readings from
Scripture this Sunday, from Genesis, Hebrews and the Gospel of Mark perfectly position us to consider
the sanctity of life, of every life as THE gift from our good God, and our response to celebrate, honor and
defend that sacred gift from the moment of natural conception to the moment of natural death. The
Church teaches that this belief “is the foundation of all the principles of our social teaching.”
We are calling these first four weeks of October, “Every Life,” with the goal of reinforcing that every life
in precious in God’s eyes, every life begins with God and hopefully ends with God, every life stands as
testimony to that sacred covenant forged between God and His created order – a covenant of dignity,
purpose and peace.
• At Mass this weekend, we will be sharing a handout on Catholic Social Teaching (see attached). This
week – as we open up the month, we begin with 1. Life and Dignity of the Human Person and 2. Call
to Family – both aligned with Scripture this week. You may want to consider sharing these ahead of
time with your group – or reading them together as you begin.

27th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Gospel of Mark: 10:2-16:
The Pharisees approached Jesus and asked, "Is it lawful for a husband to divorce his wife?"
They were testing him. He said to them in reply, "What did Moses command you?"
They replied, "Moses permitted a husband to write a bill of divorce
and dismiss her." But Jesus told them, "Because of the hardness of your hearts he wrote you this
commandment. But from the beginning of creation, God made them male and female. For this reason,
a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.
So, they are no longer two but one flesh. Therefore, what God has joined together, no human being
must separate." In the house the disciples again questioned Jesus about this. He said to them,
"Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery against her; and if she divorces her
husband and marries another, she commits adultery. “And people were bringing children to him that he
might touch them, but the disciples rebuked them. When Jesus saw this, he became indignant and said
to them, "Let the children come to me; do not prevent them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as
these. Amen, I say to you, whoever does not accept the kingdom of God like a child will not enter it."
Then he embraced them and blessed them, placing his hands on them.

REFLECTION & DISCUSSION
Genesis 2:18-24: We begin with our creation story in Genesis, that even Jesus uses in the discipleship
teaching this week in Mark’s Gospel. God created man and took his rib to create the woman as “it is not
good for the man to be alone. ” And he made them a single entity, equally noble, superior and
significant. God uses a rib, not a foot or head, to signify man and woman’s equality.
Hebrews 2:9-12: Our relationship to each other is reinforced - Jesus Christ’s redemptive suffering has
made us adopted brothers and sisters with Christ. Fratelli Tutti “by acknowledging the dignity of each
human person, we can contribute to the rebirth of a universal aspiration to fraternity. Brotherhood
between all men and women” (no. 8).
Mark 10:2-16: In the time of Jesus, laws, including those for divorce, were designed in the favor of the
man. The Pharisees were questioning Jesus as a test -The legitimacy of divorce was really not an issue;
the only question was the motive of the husband for seeking divorce. Jesus took the discussion in a new
direction: God’s intention – from the beginning – as evidenced in Genesis which Jesus quotes. But even
as he upholds the sanctity of marriage, he is clear on this point: man and woman both are created in
God’s image and thereby deserve equal respect.
Jesus further rounds out this teaching by turning to the role of children. Frequently, Jesus tells us to
follow the example of children – innocence, open hearts. He goes further. They were not to “dismiss”
children as “second class”; they also have a dignity which is to be respected.
• The vocation of relationships: These readings remind us we are made for communion – with God and
each other. “It is not good for man to be alone.”
o How important is community to your faith?
o If you are married, is it a frequent response for you to thank God for your vocation to know
and love Him through your relationship of giving and receiving with your spouse? Do you
sometimes sense/feel the love of God flowing back and forth between the two of you in your
marriage? [A step further - Pray for that grace. Talk about this insight/possibility with your
spouse.]
o Think about friends or relatives who are “life-lines” for you. Do you thank God for them, do
you consider God’s love flowing back and forth between you?
o Share what makes those relationships strong. Consider also the challenge and struggle of so
many who are afraid of entering relationships of meaning and commitment: pray for their
growth in willingness to trust and risk loving and being loved.
•
Today’s Gospel challenges us to consider whether we treat every person as deserving of dignity
and respect. In our culture, we give special attention and protection to children but often there are other
groups and individuals we ignore or sideline (for example, the elderly, those with dementia; immigrants
and refugees; those with disabilities). Contemplate God’s presence in any/all who are God’s “little ones.”
o Can you think of times and ways you have not given them the respect they deserve – directly
or indirectly? How can we grow not just in understanding, but in action?
o The disciples were pushing away the children: do you – directly or indirectly, consciously or
unconsciously – ever push individuals or groups of people away from the Lord? Do you ever
block out groups of people as “less worthy” or “hopeless”?
On this Respect Life Sunday, let us pray: That on this Respect Life Sunday, our resolve may be
strengthened to uphold the dignity of every human life; We pray to the Lord …
• That during this Respect Life Month our resolve will be strengthened to cherish and protect the gift of
every human life; We pray to the Lord….
• We bring our prayers to Mary, in the month of the rosary. Hail, Mary…

