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 ‘Today the Scripture passage is fulfilled…’ 
 
NEH 8: 2-4A, 5-6, 8-10; 1 COR 12:12-30  
LK 1: 1-4; 4: 14-21 
 
Since many have undertaken to compile a narrative of the events 
that have been fulfilled among us, just as those who were eyewitnesses from the beginning and ministers of the 
word have handed them down to us, I too have decided, after investigating everything accurately anew, to write 
it down in an orderly sequence for you, most excellent Theophilus,  so that you may realize the certainty of the 
teachings you have received. 
 

Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news of him spread throughout the whole region. He 
taught in their synagogues and was praised by all. 
 

He came to Nazareth, where he had grown up, and went according to his custom into the synagogue on the 
sabbath day. He stood up to read and was handed a scroll of the prophet Isaiah. He unrolled the scroll and 
found the passage where it was written: 
            The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring glad tidings to the poor. 
            He has sent me to proclaim liberty to captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go 
free, and to proclaim a year acceptable to the Lord. 
 

Rolling up the scroll, he handed it back to the attendant and sat down, and the eyes of all in the synagogue 
looked intently at him. He said to them, “Today this Scripture passage is fulfilled in your hearing.” 
 

SCRIPTURE REFLECTION – God’s dream put into action 
 

Reflection from Pope Francis: The Gospel presents the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry.  It started in the 
synagogue that saw him grow up; he was in the midst of neighbors and people he knew, and perhaps even 
some of his childhood “catechists” who had taught him the Law.  It was an important moment in the life of 
the Master: the child who was educated and grew up in that community, stood up and took the floor to 
proclaim and put into action God’s dream.  A word previously proclaimed only as a future promise, but 
now, on the lips of Jesus alone, could be spoken in the present tense, as it became a reality: “Today it has 
been fulfilled”. 
 
Jesus reveals the now of God, who comes to meet us and call us to take part in his now of “proclaiming 
good news to the poor… bringing liberty to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, setting at 
liberty those who are oppressed, announcing the year of the Lord’s favor” (Lk 4:18-19).   
 
This is the now of God.  He becomes present with Jesus: he has a face, flesh.  He has a merciful love that 
does not wait for ideal or perfect situations to show themselves, nor does it accept excuses for its 
realization.  It is God’s time, that makes every situation and place both right and proper.  In Jesus, the 
promised future begins and comes to life through Him, with Him, in His story and ours. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

DISCUSSION  

• If you had to name the part of the body you are to your small group – what would that be? In your parish? 
[Second Reading - As a body is one though it has many parts, and all the parts of the body, though many, are 
one body, so also Christ… Now you are Christ’s body, and individually parts of it.] 

• If you were sitting in the synagogue when your neighbor Jesus, Joseph’s grown son, stood up and read this 
passage from Isaiah, how do you think you would react?  

• What is “fulfilled in your hearing” of this Gospel? 

• This Gospel begins in a strange way. Luke is speaking directly to his patron Theophilus. Luke, using his own 
human gifts and guided by the Holy Spirit is eager to record, order, and interpret the Jesus oral tradition (all the 
eyewitness accounts of Jesus’ life passed down) for the sake of his patron and the community of believers 
(including us). 

o If someone else were writing the story of your life, what sources would you want them to look 
at? Letters? Journals? Conversations with family? Social media? What should they not consider? 

• Jesus founded the Church, but He did not write the New Testament.  He left that job to the apostles.  The 
writing of the New Testament was part of the mission that began on the day of Pentecost. The Bible came from 
the Church, rather than the Church growing from the Bible.               

Pope Francis instituted the Third Sunday in Ordinary Time as “Word of God Sunday” a day devoted to the 
celebration, study and dissemination of the word of God “that the life of our people be constantly marked by this 
decisive relationship with the living word that the Lord never tires of speaking to his Bride”.   

o What is your relationship with the Gospel? Do you turn to the New Testament for 
understanding, comfort, story?  Do you have a favorite go-to Bible quote when you are worried? 
When you are grateful? When you are in need of healing? What about sharing the Word – is 
there a favorite you send to friends? How often would you say the Word lives on in your sharing 
it with others? 

LIVING THE MESSAGE: HOW IS YOUR STORY GOING? 

The reason we like good stories is simple…our lives are a story. Whoever you are, whatever station or state of 
life you’re in, whatever you story has been, you can write a different story, better story - with God. 

•  In our monthly journal – have you completed / discussed the last section – this is your “Dear Theophilus…..” 
account.  Continue to discuss this week and next [The Rest of Your Story]. 
https://www.stmarymagdalen.org/Education/AdultSpirituality/MessageSeries/documents/2022RestOfStory/January
Journal.pdf 

E. The Rest of the Story 

In the next chapter of life, I would like to … 

Who else will you bring into your story? 

What do you ask of God as you script the rest of your story? 

 


