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THE REST OF THE STORY MESSAGE 
January 30, 2022 
 
THE LOVE STORY 
God has in mind for us 
 
JER 1:4-5, 17-19;  P1 COR 12:31-13:13; 
Gospel: LK 4:21-30 
 
Jesus began speaking in the synagogue, saying: 
 “Today this Scripture passage is fulfilled in your hearing.”  
And all spoke highly of him and were amazed at the 
 gracious words that came from his mouth. 
They also asked, “Isn’t this the son of Joseph?” 
 He said to them, “Surely you will quote me this proverb,  
‘Physician, cure yourself,’ and say, ‘Do here in your native place the things that we heard were 
done in Capernaum.’” And he said, “Amen, I say to you, no prophet is accepted in his own native 
place. Indeed, I tell you, there were many widows in Israel in the days of Elijah when the sky was 
closed for three and a half years and a severe famine spread over the entire land. It was to none of 
these that Elijah was sent, but only to a widow in Zarephath in the land of Sidon. Again, there were 
many lepers in Israel during the time of Elisha the prophet; yet not one of them was cleansed, but 
only Naaman the Syrian.” 
When the people in the synagogue heard this, they were all filled with fury. They rose up, drove 
him out of the town, and led him to the brow of the hill on which their town had been built, to 
hurl him down headlong. But Jesus passed through the midst of them and went away. 
  
REFLECTION 
 
This week, we suggest closer read of the connectivity between the readings and the Gospel.   
 
First Reading: Jeremiah, whose life changes when he finally hears the call of God. “Before I 
formed you in the womb, I knew you, before you were born, I dedicated you, a prophet to the 
nations I appointed you.” These ancient words are meant for each one of us reflecting on them 
today. From our very beginning, God has given us, His children, a mission to fulfill our story while 
we are here on this earth.  
 
Second Reading: St. Paul tells us that the story you are called to live, however and whenever you 
are called, is a love story. God wants you to know him very personally as a Father who loves you, 
as a Savior who died for you, as a Spirit that lives within you and wishes to guide you. 
 
Gospel: We’ve been hearing from Scripture throughout the month the accounts of Jesus move into 
public ministry.  Both Jeremiah and Jesus, God had set their sights on a mission vastly different 
than the people of Israel wanted to hear. Jesus must have been aware of that as he explained to his 
hometown that his vocation (and ours) was to care for the outcast, he was challenged.  Everything 
changed. Jesus knew that God had never called the chosen people for their own sake, but rather 
what it means to live God’s plan for the world.   
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DISCUSSION 
 
Jesus was reading and interpreting scripture in a way that moved beyond the local notion into 
what was soon to be seen as an inclusive Kingdom of God perspective. As often is the case, when 
we step on uncomfortable ground, we risk the possibility of either offending someone or being 
ostracized ourselves. 
 
• Share an experience when people may have had certain expectations of you – who you are, 
how you behave, what you believe – and you did not measure up. How did you feel? How did 
you react?  
 
• When Jesus does not conform to their expectations, they want him to change – but Jesus does 
not. Why do you think that is? You have access to many of the same things - a mission from God, 
strength of the Father, guidance by the Holy Spirit. Do you call on them enough? 
 
Focus on the Second Reading of St. Paul.  
 
• Can you see how all along the story we are writing is a love story? Can you say your life story is 
a love story? 

 
• The better you know our own story looking back, the better you can shape it moving forward. As 
come to know your own story better, you can better see God’s design for you (your purpose and 
your mission) … Close this series reflecting on the final questions of January Journal - The Rest of 
the Story 
 

• In the next chapter of life, I would like to … 
•   Who else will you bring into your story? 
• What do you ask of God as you script the rest of your story? 

 


