SOLEMNITY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST THE KING
November 21, 2021 – Small Group
On this last Sunday of the liturgical year, the Church
celebrates the feast of Christ the King. Instituted by
Pope Pius XII in 1952 to combat the growing secularism
and atheism of his time, it is one of the so-called “idea feasts”
that do not celebrate an event in the life of Jesus but rather
some aspect of his identity. In it, we recognize and honor
Christ as ruler of all.
Daniel 7:13-14 • Revelation 1:5-8 • John 18:33-37
GOSPEL OF JOHN
Pilate said to Jesus, "Are you the King of the Jews?" Jesus answered, "Do you say this on your own or
have others told you about me?" Pilate answered, "I am not a Jew, am I?
Your own nation and the chief priests handed you over to me. What have you done?"
Jesus answered, "My kingdom does not belong to this world. If my kingdom did belong to this world, my
attendants would be fighting to keep me from being handed over to the Jews.
But as it is, my kingdom is not here." So Pilate said to him, "Then you are a king?"
Jesus answered, "You say I am a king. For this I was born and for this I came into the world,
to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice."
SCRIPTURE REFLECTION
The Gospel emphasizes the exaltation of Jesus as King. But before he was exalted, he was first ‘handed
over,’ ‘put on trial,’ and ‘pierced.’ A setting of persecution and oppression forms the backdrop of today’s
first and second readings. Both readings record a vision given to one of God’s holy ones. The message
received is one of hope and assurance that God’s people will be vindicated. But it wasn’t until after the
Resurrection that the early church realizes that Jesus was not to be like any earthly king … His
“dominion is an everlasting dominion,” and his “kingship shall not be destroyed.”
Today’s Gospel is an excerpt from Jesus’ trial before Pilate. The chosen verses are a dialogue between
Jesus and Pilate on the nature of Jesus’ kingship. When asked by Pilate if he is a king, Jesus points out
that his kingship is not of this world but rather about “testifying and witnessing to the truth.” Jesus’
kingship is one that seeks “allegiance of the heart” from his people. Jesus wants to be “King of our
hearts.” Jesus’ kingship does not seek to lord it over people but rather to serve. The only way to enter his
kingdom is through trust in God and a life of service.
1.
In the first reading, Daniel gives us a vision of Jesus standing before God. Someday each of us
will have that opportunity. How do you envision this encounter? On the clouds of heaven (as Daniel
writes), on a mountain top, like the Transfiguration, on the seashore, before the altar….etc.? What do
you envision for yourself in such an encounter?
2.
What does it mean to you to say that Jesus is the Lord of your life? What are some things we can
do to make Jesus the Lord of our lives, king of our hearts?
4.

If the key to the kingdom is to serve God. What’s on your to-do list in the year ahead?

3.
This weekend, we read from the Book of Revelation… Eugene Peterson, translator of The
Message, writes that Revelation is a celebration of living in the now. He points out that Revelation is the
only place in the New Testament (4 times) you will find the word Hallelujah! As we conclude another
liturgical year – can you point to any Hallelujah (Praise God!) moments? Was there one Mass / worship
/ faith experience or one event in your spiritual life that stood out for you?
For the curious: Find the 4 Hallelujahs in Revelation 19, for example: 6 Then I heard what sounded like a
great multitude, like the roar of rushing waters and like loud peals of thunder, shouting:
“Hallelujah! For our Lord God Almighty reigns.
7
Let us rejoice and be glad and give him glory!
For the wedding of the Lamb has come and his bride has made herself ready.
8
Fine linen, bright and clean, was given her to wear.”
GRATITUDE REFLECTION
On Thursday, our nation will pause to give God thanks for the abundant blessings He has bestowed
upon us. Gratitude is one of the greatest spiritual practices. The “examen” helps us to reflect on how we
have responded to God’s work in our lives. This Thanksgiving, consider your own reasons for
thankfulness!
What gifts have You given me?
How have I received love from others?
How is grace at work in aspects of my life story?
Do I trust You to continue to bless me?
Have I used my talents at the service of other?
Do I see a purpose for my life?
How can I have the discipline to thank You daily?
Help me give everything back to You!
DID YOU GET YOUR ADVENT DEVOTIONAL for your Small Group? If you were not able to join us
for the Small Group Celebration on November 16 and need your Advent book, please email
SmallGroups….or stop by the Welcome Desk after Mass this weekend.
PRAY, REFLECT, SHARE
GO THROUGH ADVENT TOGETHER
Father Charlie welcomes you to join a small faith-sharing group starting this Advent. Small groups meet weekly
to pray for each other, share the Gospel, reflect on their spiritual life – one hour that can be life changing and
set your week on the right path. Check out our new Small Group “Café” mornings and evenings on campus –
and the opportunity for those who prefer the online option. We even have parent group options. For more
information: Go to: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/AdventSmallGroups
Resources: Ascension Catholic; USCCB

