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Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time | Sunday, September 6, 2020  

Gospel MT 18:15-20  

Jesus said to his disciples: 
“If your brother sins against you, 

go and tell him his fault between you and him alone.  
If he listens to you, you have won over your brother. 

If he does not listen, take one or two others along with you, 
so that ‘every fact may be established 

on the testimony of two or three witnesses.’ 
If he refuses to listen to them, tell the church.  

If he refuses to listen even to the church, 
then treat him as you would a Gentile or a tax collector. 

Amen, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, 
and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 

Again, amen, I say to you, if two of you agree on earth 
about anything for which they are to pray, 

it shall be granted to them by my heavenly Father.  
For where two or three are gathered together in my name, 

there am I in the midst of them.” 

Reading 1 EZ 33:7-9  Reading 2 ROM 13:8-10 

We can sum up this week’s Readings and Gospel in this way: Conflict is inevitable, but conflict 
can be reconcilable – when love is the response. And in this response, we are shown that we 
are responsible for one another, and to one another.    
 
Pope Francis “Laudato Si’” brings the same message: We are created and called to love each 
other – and to love the common home we share.  We are called to be Stewards of Creation, 
practicing the stewardship of love. As a parish, Saint Mary Magdalen is reflecting upon the Holy 
Father’s encyclical. This month, we are referencing Chapter 2: The Gospel of Creation. 
 



 
 

Laudato Si – 70 
These ancient stories, full of symbolism, bear witness to a conviction which we today share, that 

everything is interconnected, and that genuine care for our own lives and our relationships with nature 
is inseparable from fraternity, justice and faithfulness to others. 

 
SCRIPTURE REFLECTIONS & DISCUSSION 

 
In the first reading, Ezekiel the “watchman” is responsible to bring the message of God to 
others, and to set them on a path away from sin. 

o Have you ever tried to intercede in the life of another who about to make a decision 
that would have major consequences? How can we love someone well enough to 
encourage them away from sin? 
 

In the second reading, St. Paul proclaims: the commandments can be summed up in this: “You 
shall love your neighbor as yourself” … love is the fulfillment of the law”. After loving God, our 
next greatest responsibility is to love people. 

o Discuss this law of love and the Ten Commandments – Paul essentially tells us that we 
can be exemplary in all the “shall nots” ….and never get to the “thou shoulds”. Paul 
says aim for love. If you are on target, all the laws will be honored as well. But it 
doesn’t work in reverse – you can follow all the rules, but may have no love.  

 
Matthew Chapter 18 is part of Jesus discourse on life in the church. If someone sins, no effort 
must be spared to reform the sinner and keep community harmony. Jesus adds, when two or 
three members pray on an issue, their decision will be affirmed in heaven. 

o Talk out the 3-step process Jesus teaches for resolving conflict. How does this bring 
understanding to how you read Chapter 2 of Laudato Si’, in which the pope is speaking 
directly about the “convictions of believers” [LS-62] and the responsibility we carry?     
LS-66. … that human life is grounded in three fundamental and closely intertwined 
relationships: with God, with our neighbour and with the earth itself.  

 
LIVING THE GOSPEL MESSAGE – How do I handle conflict in my life? 

 
Jesus does not tell us to avoid or cover up conflict, but to face it.  To bring reconciliation to the 
world, we must be willing to enter into intense and fruitful dialogue. [LS-62] 
 

• Do I run away or ignore conflict? Do I create conflict forcing my own will? Where is 
God in my conflict resolution process and patterns? 

• Do you or people in your life ever show “lack of interest. Obstructionist attitudes, . . .  
denial of the problem, . . . indifference, nonchalant resignation or blind confidence in 
technical solutions.” to problems and conflict in our world? Why do you think this is? 

• Have a calm, loving conversation with someone you disagree with. Recognize their 
good intentions, even if you disagree with their solutions - find common ground. (What 
good do they desire? What are they afraid of? Where do you agree?) 



 
  

A Christian Prayer in Union with Creation 
 

God of love, show us our place in this world 
as channels of your love 

for all the creatures of this earth, 
for not one of them is forgotten in your sight. 

Enlighten those who possess power and money 
that they may avoid the sin of indifference, 

that they may love the common good, advance the weak, 
and care for this world in which we live. 
The poor and the earth are crying out. 

O Lord, seize us with your power and light, 
help us to protect all life, 

to prepare for a better future, 
for the coming of your Kingdom 

of justice, peace, love and beauty. 
Praise be to you! 

Amen. 
 
 

Oración cristiana con la creación 
 

Dios de amor, 
muéstranos nuestro lugar en este mundo 

como instrumentos de tu cariño 
por todos los seres de esta tierra, 

porque ninguno de ellos está olvidado ante ti. 
Ilumina a los dueños del poder y del dinero 

para que se guarden del pecado de la indiferencia, 
amen el bien común, promuevan a los débiles, 

y cuiden este mundo que habitamos. 
Los pobres y la tierra están clamando: 

Señor, tómanos a nosotros con tu poder y tu luz, 
para proteger toda vida, 

para preparar un futuro mejor, 
para que venga tu Reino 

de justicia, de paz, de amor y de hermosura. 
Alabado seas. 

Amén. 
 
 

• Pope Francis, Ladauto Si’: On Care for Our Common Home 
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Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time | Sunday, September 13, 2020  

 
Gospel MT 18:21-35 

 
Peter approached Jesus and asked him, 

“Lord, if my brother sins against me, how often must I forgive? As many as seven times?”  
Jesus answered, “I say to you, not seven times but seventy-seven times.  That is why the kingdom of heaven 

may be likened to a king who decided to settle accounts with his servants.  
When he began the accounting, a debtor was brought before him who owed him a huge amount.  

Since he had no way of paying it back, his master ordered him to be sold, 
along with his wife, his children, and all his property, in payment of the debt.  

At that, the servant fell down, did him homage, and said,  
 ‘Be patient with me, and I will pay you back in full.’ 

Moved with compassion the master of that servant let him go and forgave him the loan.  
When that servant had left, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a much smaller amount.  

He seized him and started to choke him, demanding, ‘Pay back what you owe.’ 
Falling to his knees, his fellow servant begged him, 

‘Be patient with me, and I will pay you back.’ But he refused.  Instead, he had the fellow servant put in 
prison until he paid back the debt.  Now when his fellow servants saw what had happened, they were 

deeply disturbed, and went to their master and reported the whole affair. 
His master summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked servant!  

I forgave you your entire debt because you begged me to.   
Should you not have had pity on your fellow servant, as I had pity on you?’ Then in anger his master 

handed him over to the torturers until he should pay back the whole debt.  
So will my heavenly Father do to you, unless each of you forgives your brother from your heart.” 

 
Reading 1 SIR 27:30—28:7  Reading 2 ROM 14:7-9 

 
Our pastoral year theme is “Created and Called to Love”. Pope Francis calls us to care for all of God’s 
creation.  We were created to love, and we are called to love.  We have the capacity to love, and the 
obligation to love.  Our stewardship focus on love this week: forgiveness.    
 
As a Parish, we are reflecting upon the rich teachings of “Laudato Si” – pointing to chapters that bring 
the Gospel message home.  This month: Chapter 2. 



SCRIPTURE REFLECTIONS & DISCUSSION 
 

• SIR 27:30-28:7: The First Reading from Sirach is rich with forgiveness teaching. “Wrath and anger 
are hateful things…yet the sinner hugs them tight.” 

Is there anger or a grudge you have been holding onto? What are the obstacles to 
forgiving others? Pride? Perhaps the person has hurt you in the same way many times?  

“Forgive your neighbor’s injustice: then when you pray, your own sins will be forgiven.”  
Sirach speaks to the same theme from part of last week’s readings that reminded us to “Love 
your neighbor,” only in this instance it presents it another way: “Think of the 
commandments, hate not your neighbor…”   

Have you set standards of forgiveness?  Do you sometimes dole out forgiveness only to 
those you deem worthy? Sometimes, the hardest person to forgive is yourself. What 
standards have you set for yourself? 

•  ROM 14: 7-9: “None of us lives for oneself, and no one dies for oneself”, St. Paul says. If our 
relationship to God is our first concern, the truth is that how we relate to one another, how we 
treat those around us, is just as important. This is “common-good” teaching from St. Paul. 

Pope Francis wants us to see forgiveness as not solely an individual act, but a communal 
one. Discuss all the relationships impacted by the act of forgiveness.    From Laudato Si, 
chapter 2: “Disregard for the duty to cultivate and maintain a proper relationship with my 
neighbor, for whose care and custody I am responsible, ruin my relationship with my own 
self, with others, with God and with the earth.”  

  
• MT 18: 21-35:   Jesus says there is no end point to forgiveness. We are called to forgive from the 
heart – without seeking retribution. The Lord’s forgiveness is given freely but may be taken back if 
we do not emulate this forgiveness in our lives.  

 
LIVING THE GOSPEL MESSAGE – The heart to forgive   

 

Forgiveness, Pope Francis says, “is only possible in and through the Holy Spirit. It is a grace to be 
implored humbly from the Lord. Forgiveness, then, is to become active, undertaking a journey together, 
and never in solitude.” The Gospel isn’t easy. Sometimes the hurt is so deep, that the best we can do for 
now, is to first ask God to give us the desire to forgive. In other words, pray about it.  
 
(In silence, first consider who needs forgiving in our lives – and our own shortcomings. Pause as you read 
out loud, line by line….) 
 
Jesus, you know the way I feel. You know I struggle with forgiving. 
But I also know that holding onto a hardened, unforgiving heart affects my body, mind, and spirit.  
It hurts me more than it hurts my offender.  
It also hurts my relationship with you.  
Jesus, I admit my helplessness and powerlessness when it comes to even thinking about forgiving.  
But I also know that all things are possible for those who cooperate with your grace.  
With Saint Paul, I believe that I can do all things in you who strengthens me.  
Empower me, Jesus, to do this work of forgiveness. Place within my heart the desire to forgive. 



MORE CONNECTIONS TO LAUDATO SI 
In the Gospel of Creation, Chapter 2, LS 69-71 strikes at similar themes of this week’s Scripture:  
 
…we were all created with God’s goodness 
 
LS-69: “Each creature possesses its own particular goodness and perfection… Each of the various 
creatures, willed in its own being, reflects in its own way a ray of God’s infinite wisdom and goodness. 
Man must therefore respect the particular goodness of every creature, to avoid any disordered use of 
things”.[43] 
 
… we have a duty to each other 
 

LS-70: Disregard for the duty to cultivate and maintain a proper relationship with my neighbor, 
for whose care and custody I am responsible, ruins my relationship with my own self, with 
others, with God and with the earth. When all these relationships are neglected, when justice no 
longer dwells in the land, the Bible tells us that life itself is endangered. 

 
…. God has given us a path to a new beginning  
 

LS-71: Although “the wickedness of man was great in the earth” (Gen 6:5) and the Lord “was 
sorry that he had made man on the earth” (Gen 6:6), nonetheless, through Noah, who remained 
innocent and just, God decided to open a path of salvation. In this way he gave humanity the 
chance of a new beginning. All it takes is one good person to restore hope! The biblical tradition 
clearly shows that this renewal entails recovering and respecting the rhythms inscribed in nature 
by the hand of the Creator.  … Finally, after seven weeks of years, which is to say forty-nine years, 
the Jubilee was celebrated as a year of general forgiveness and “liberty throughout the land for 
all its inhabitants” (cf. Lev 25:10).  

 
A Christian Prayer in Union with Creation 

 
God of love, show us our place in this world 

as channels of your love 
for all the creatures of this earth, 

for not one of them is forgotten in your sight. 
Enlighten those who possess power and money 

that they may avoid the sin of indifference, 
that they may love the common good, advance the weak, 

and care for this world in which we live. 
The poor and the earth are crying out. 

O Lord, seize us with your power and light, 
help us to protect all life, 

to prepare for a better future, 
for the coming of your Kingdom 

of justice, peace, love and beauty. 
Praise be to you! 

Amen. 
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Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time | Sunday, September 20, 2020  

 
The Gospel of Matthew 20: 1-16A 

 
Jesus told his disciples this parable: 

“The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner 
who went out at dawn to hire laborers for his vineyard.  

After agreeing with them for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. 
Going out about nine o’clock, the landowner saw others standing idle in the marketplace, and he said to them,  

‘You too go into my vineyard, and I will give you what is just.’ So they went off. 
And he went out again around noon, and around three o’clock, and did likewise.  

Going out about five o’clock, the landowner  
found others standing around, and said to them, ‘Why do you stand here idle all day?’  

They answered, ‘Because no one has hired us.’  
He said to them, ‘You too go into my vineyard.’ 

When it was evening the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman,  
‘Summon the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and ending with the first.’ 

When those who had started about five o’clock came, each received the usual daily wage.  
So when the first came, they thought that they would receive more,  

but each of them also got the usual wage.  
And on receiving it they grumbled against the landowner, saying,  

‘These last ones worked only one hour,  
and you have made them equal to us, who bore the day’s burden and the heat.’ 

He said to one of them in reply, ‘My friend, I am not cheating you.   
Did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? 

Take what is yours and go.  What if I wish to give this last one the same as you? 
Or am I not free to do as I wish with my own money? Are you envious because I am generous?’  

Thus, the last will be first, and the first will be last.” 
 

              Reading 1: IS 55:6-9   |  Reading 2: PHIL1:20C-24, 27A 
 
Our pastoral year theme is “Created and Called to Love”. Pope Francis calls us to care for all of God’s 
creation.  We were created to love, and we are called to love.  We have the capacity to love, and the 
obligation to love.  Our stewardship focus on love this week: generosity. As a Parish, we are reflecting upon 
the rich teachings of “Laudato Si” – pointing to chapters that bring the Gospel message home. This month: 
Chapter 2. 



 
Laudato Si’ – 90 

 
‘…we should be particularly indignant at the enormous inequalities in our midst, whereby 
we continue to tolerate some considering themselves more worthy than others.  … In 
practice, we continue to tolerate that some consider themselves more human than others, as 
if they had been born with greater rights.’ 

 
SCRIPTURE REFLECTIONS & DISCUSSION 

 
SCRIPTURE CONNECTIONS  
 
IS 55: 6-9:  Isaiah urges the wicked of Israel to seek a new way, the way of the Lord, to turn from serving 
their own needs to start working for the good of all.  There is still time – for God is generous in forgiving, 
for He does not think in the same way that we do. “For my thoughts are not your thoughts.”  God's 
salvation is extended to all nations. 

What “thoughts” or what “ways” are we stuck in that may not be God’s ways? How easy or hard 
is it for us to accept and embrace a God whose ways are sometimes not our ways?  

 
MT 20: 1-16:  The parable of the co-workers and the “usual daily wage”, is really not about the wage, but 
God’s grace.  As humans, we get stuck on rewards and fairness – we keep score. Can you imagine the talk 
in the vineyard that went on as each new group of workers joined the others?   We know what they felt by 
the grumbling when they all received the “usual daily wage”!   But God is a giver, of love and grace, to 
the last who accepted his invitation, to the first at the table…salvation is possible. He gives freely and aks 
his followers to do the same – and to receive graciously.   It is not up to us to judge who is deserving – nor 
to look down upon our “co-workers”.  “Entitled “is our way of thinking, the human way, not God’s way.  
 

Do you think that people who turn to God on their deathbed (e.g., the good thief) should be 
admitted to heaven? Even if their life was one of criminality or hate? Do you struggle with issues 
of fairness in life, e.g., “bad” people doing well, and good people experiencing hardship? What 
can one do to develop a better attitude of fairness?  

 

Fairness sees a situation from the viewpoint of each person involved and not just our own. It seeks the 
best, just, equable solution. It does not seek to please one over another, nor does it seek more than is 
needed. Fairness is not insisting on having our rights over someone else's. Unfairness, Injustice are the 
opposite. They cause us to act with prejudice towards others in our thinking and actions. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
LIVING THE GOSPEL MESSAGE – Working toward the greater good in the vineyard 

 
Whether we have toiled in vineyard from dawn to dusk or joined our co-workers at sunset, our Father blesses 
us not because we have earned his goodness, but because of who He is. If we are grateful for what we have 
and what we are, we will then recognize God’s generosity and His grace – and pass it on. 
 

 
Put yourself in the vineyard: 

• As the worker at dawn: How did you feel when you were picked? When you got paid? 
• As the workers who came at 5pm:  How did you feel when you got called? When you got 

paid? 
• As the owner: When you went seeking and as you encountered the idle laborers? When you 

paid them each the usual daily wage? When they questioned their paychecks? 
 

DISCUSS THE MINDSET when we say life is not fair – that’s usually only a problem when we want 
more or don’t get what we deserve. We don’t complain when grace works in our favor. 
 
DISCUSS THE CONSEQUENCES of thinking as man does in these matters. How do attitudes of 
unfairness, demands of justice, etc. work against the greater good? 
 
DISCUSS THE “GOD WAY” that Pope Francis urges us to follow. Throughout Laudato Si, the pope 
writes that it will take a generous spirit to redeem earth, our shared inheritance, our common home. 
(LS-93) 
 

o LS – 90: ….But we should be particularly indignant at the enormous inequalities in our 
midst, whereby we continue to tolerate some considering themselves more worthy than 
others. We fail to see that some are mired in desperate and degrading poverty, with no 
way out, while others have not the faintest idea of what to do with their possessions, 
vainly showing off their supposed superiority and leaving behind them so much waste 
which, if it were the case everywhere, would destroy the planet. In practice, we 
continue to tolerate that some consider themselves more human than others, as if they 
had been born with greater rights. 
 

o LS – 91: A sense of deep communion with the rest of nature cannot be real if our hearts 
lack tenderness, compassion and concern for our fellow human beings. … 

 
o LS – 92: Moreover, when our hearts are authentically open to universal communion, 

this sense of fraternity excludes nothing and no one..  ….. We can hardly consider 
ourselves to be fully loving if we disregard any aspect of reality: “Peace, justice and the 
preservation of creation are three absolutely interconnected themes, which cannot be 
separated and treated individually without once again falling into reductionism”.[70] 
Everything is related, and we human beings are united as brothers and sisters on a 
wonderful pilgrimage, woven together by the love God. 

 
 



 
 

A Christian Prayer in Union with Creation 
 

God of love, show us our place in this world 
as channels of your love 

for all the creatures of this earth, 
for not one of them is forgotten in your sight. 

Enlighten those who possess power and money 
that they may avoid the sin of indifference, 

that they may love the common good, advance the weak, 
and care for this world in which we live. 

The poor and the earth are crying out. 
O Lord, seize us with your power and light, 

help us to protect all life, 
to prepare for a better future, 

for the coming of your Kingdom 
of justice, peace, love and beauty. 

Praise be to you! 
Amen. 

 
 

 
Oración cristiana con la creación 

 
Dios de amor, 

muéstranos nuestro lugar en este mundo 
como instrumentos de tu cariño 
por todos los seres de esta tierra, 

porque ninguno de ellos está olvidado ante ti. 
Ilumina a los dueños del poder y del dinero 

para que se guarden del pecado de la indiferencia, 
amen el bien común, promuevan a los débiles, 

y cuiden este mundo que habitamos. 
Los pobres y la tierra están clamando: 

Señor, tómanos a nosotros con tu poder y tu luz, 
para proteger toda vida, 

para preparar un futuro mejor, 
para que venga tu Reino 

de justicia, de paz, de amor y de hermosura. 
Alabado seas. 

Amén. 
 
 

• Pope Francis, Ladauto Si’: On Care for Our Common Home 
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Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time | Sunday, September 27, 2020  

 
Gospel MT 21:28-32 

 
Jesus said to the chief priests and elders of the people: "What is your opinion? 

A man had two sons. He came to the first and said, 
'Son, go out and work in the vineyard today.' 

He said in reply, 'I will not, ' but afterwards changed his mind and went. 
The man came to the other son and gave the same order. 

He said in reply, 'Yes, sir, ‘but did not go. 
Which of the two did his father's will?" 

They answered, "The first." Jesus said to them, "Amen, I say to you, 
tax collectors and prostitutes are entering the kingdom of God before you. 

When John came to you in the way of righteousness, you did not believe him; 
but tax collectors and prostitutes did. Yet even when you saw that, 

you did not later change your minds and believe him." 
  
 

Reading 1 EZ 18:25-28  Reading 2 PHIL 2:1-11 
 

 
Our pastoral year theme is “Created and Called to Love”. Pope Francis calls us to care for all of 
God’s creation.  We were created to love, and we are called to love.  We have the capacity to love, 
and the obligation to love.  We have reflected upon forgiveness and generosity in the context of 
Laudato Si’. Our stewardship focus on love continues as Scripture takes us to consider love in action: 
the humility to serve others and the responsibility to care for others. 
 
As a Parish, we are reflecting upon the rich teachings of “Laudato Si” – pointing to chapters that 
bring the Gospel message home.  This month: Chapter 2. 
 
 
 
 
 



      SCRIPTURE REFLECTIONS & DISCUSSION 
 

The first reading and the Gospel are connected in that both speak of a ‘yes’ and a ‘no’ to God.  Our ‘yes’ 
and ‘no’ to Him in words are one thing; our deeds are what matters.  
 

Laudato Si, P-79 
 

‘Faith allows us to interpret the meaning and the mysterious beauty of what is unfolding.  
We are free to apply our intelligence towards things evolving positively,  
or towards adding new ills, new causes of suffering and real setbacks.  
This is what makes for the excitement and drama of human history,  

in which freedom, growth, salvation and love can blossom…’ 
 

Ezek 18: 25-28:  Ezekiel wants the exiles to know that they will not be held responsible for the sins of the 
‘house of Israel’, only for their own sins. Sinners who repent, and the virtuous who sin are making life and 
death choices.  The reading is an affirmation of God’s justice, and a call to repentance and responsibility. 
 
Matt 21: 28-32:  The Gospel offers the Parable of the Two Sons, who are asked to go to work in the 
vineyard by their father. The first son refused, but then repented. In humility, he chose to do the father’s 
will.  The second son initially expressed obedience, but did not act. The Parable was pointed at the 
religious leaders, who were good at talking a righteous walk, but too self-important to live it. Promises are 
empty when not followed by action.  For those who act in true faith, salvation and love follow. 
 

• Last week, the generous landowner went back time and again to invite workers to the vineyard. 
This week, the father commands two sons to go work in the vineyard.  What’s your vineyard? 
What is the “work” you feel God is calling you to do? What are you responsible for stewarding? 

• “Which of the two did the Father’s will?” Do you identify with either? What keeps you humble? 
• How often do you say ‘yes’ – or ‘no’ - to God and to people as you go through your day and week? 

What guides your answer in varying circumstances of everyday life? 
 

LIVING SCRIPTURE’S MESSAGE – Created and Called To Love  
 
St. Paul writes: ‘’If there is any encouragement in Christ, any solace in love, any participation in the 
Spirit, any compassion and mercy, complete my joy by being of the same mind, with the same love, 
united in heart, thinking one thing. Do nothing out of selfishness or out of vainglory; rather, humbly 
regard others as more important than yourselves, each looking out not for his own interests, but also 
for those of others.’’ [Phil 2:1-11]   
 
Pope Francis writes:  “….Creation is of the order of love. God’s love is the fundamental moving force in all 
created things: “For you love all things that exist, and detest none of the things that you have made; for you 
would not have made anything if you had hated it” (Wis 11:24). Every creature is thus the object of the 
Father’s tenderness, who gives it its place in the world. Even the fleeting life of the least of beings is the 
object of his love, and in its few seconds of existence, God enfolds it with his affection.’’ [LS-77] 
 
Discuss how St. Paul and Pope Francis, each in their own way, write about the challenges and the rewards 
of love in action. Each in various ways ask us to be “united in heart, united in love, thinking one thing”. 

• What is that one thing you would like to focus on in the week or month ahead to answer the call 
and take responsibility to love others as God intends?  
• Who might you need to love better with your actions?   How do you take the first step? Think of 
the love in action steps of the past month: forgiveness, generosity, humility. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SERIES PRAYER: A Christian Prayer in Union with Creation 
 

God of love, show us our place in this world 
as channels of your love 

for all the creatures of this earth, 
for not one of them is forgotten in your sight. 

Enlighten those who possess power and money 
that they may avoid the sin of indifference, 

that they may love the common good, advance the weak, 
and care for this world in which we live. 
The poor and the earth are crying out. 

O Lord, seize us with your power and light, 
help us to protect all life, 

to prepare for a better future, 
for the coming of your Kingdom 

of justice, peace, love and beauty. 
Praise be to you! 

Amen. 
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